ST. JOSEPH’S PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
June 17, 2025

Vice President, Pete Dames, called the meeting to order. Father Greg opened the meeting with the Prayer.

The roll call was answered with the following present: Father Greg, Father Gerry, Deacon Luke, Deacon
Dwayne, Kathy Buckman, Pete Dames, Debbie Malone, William Koch, Amber Summers, and Cathy Fohey.

Minutes from the April 14t meeting was reviewed and approved.

Pastor’s Report

* The Pastoral plan for St. Joseph (Northern Deanery) was due June 1s. Father Greg provided an example
from Holy Family and the committee discussed the plan and it will continue to be developed for St.
Joseph.

* Father Greg reported the Mass time change that was announced by Holy Family in Hannibal. They are
proposing Mass times of 8 am and 10 am on Sunday, with no change to the Saturday Mass times.
Palmyra will continue to have Mass at 9:30 am on Sunday. If there is a weekend that Father Greg and
Father Gerry are not available to cover Mass on Sunday, an attempt will be made to obtain a substitute
priest. If a substitute priest is not available, a Sunday Celebration in the Absence of a Priest (SCAP)
could be led by a deacon.

* Father Greg received the St. Joseph employee handbook to review and will seek guidance from the
diocese if there are any items that need further review.

* The Finance Committee is working to finalize the 2025-2026 budget.

Parish Council Commission Reports

Christian Education (Jeff Massman/Cathy Fohey)
o PSR/Confirmation Report/Totus Tuus (Kris Lowe)
o July 13 - 18 - Totus Tuus. Due to construction in the hall, Totus Tuus will be held in the
Rothweiler Room, the PSR classrooms, First Christian Church, and the Olive Branch.
o Considering a change in curriculum from Gospel Weekly to Word of Life
= 521 per student using Gospel Weeklies
= Word of Life, the cost of a student book and portal is $29.95 per student NOT family.
o Youth Group Middle & High School (Katie Massman)
o July 18 - 20 - Steubenville Retreat in Springfield, MO with 16 students and 5 chaperones
planning to attend.
o T-shirt fundraiser going on thru June 28" to support the youth attending Steubenville.
o Adult Faith Formation (Denise Dodd)
o First Friday Adoration is going well.
o Working on summer study to begin in June.
o OCIA (formerly RCIA) (Deacon Luke Mahsman, Harla Friesz, Kevin DeHaan)
o Two boys joined the faith at Easter Vigil Mass.
o Ramp up recruiting.
o Develop written OCIA process as part of building the Pastoral Plan.
o Cathy is also working on the Virtus Compliance report by updating records for 2024-2025.



Social Concerns (Debbie Malone)
o Altar Society
o Turkey Sandwich fundraiser on Saturday, May 31 was a success.
o Preparing lunch for Totus Tuus July 14 — 18.
o Soup day is normally in October but may be moved to January due to hall construction.
o Knights of Columbus
o Holding Red Cross blood drive at Palmyra United Methodist Church on July 7
o Knights will be assisting Deacon Dwayne with Dalmatics.
o Will be holding BBQ on July 26'™ at the courthouse after the Fair Parade.
o Social Concerns
o The luncheon celebrating Deacon Dwayne on June 8t was well attended, with many joining to
celebrate his ordination weekend.
o First Aid kit is available in church. Ushers will be notified of the location of the kit in case it is
needed during Mass.
Worship and Spiritual Development (Amber Summers)
o The Traveling Vocations Crucifix Program has started. The Stewardship Council with the help of Greg
& Kathy Tierney are promoting the Traveling Vocations Crucifix Program. Parish members may sign
up for a week to host the crucifix and pray daily for vocations with the prayers that are included
with the crucifix or say their own prayers. The transfer of the crucifix will take place at the end of
the Mass each weekend for the hosting family. Sign-up sheet is in the front of church.

Building & Grounds (William Koch)
o Cross from the top of the church was taken down and will be repaired and reinstalled.
o All roof repairs due to the hail damage on May 2, 2024, have been completed.
o Bleigh Construction is providing daily updates to the office regarding construction in the hall.

o Temporary restrooms have been placed outside the church for use by parishioners. Fr. Gerry offered the
use of the restroom in the rectory for those not comfortable using the portable units. A baby changing
station was placed in the cry room at church and the Rothweiler room will be open during Mass for
families who need to step out of church.

o Building and Grounds has discussed the display of former priests’ pictures in the hall and if we will
continue to maintain and update the display. We do not have pictures of all past priests and the photos
we do have are inconsistent sizes. Father Greg said he will check with the diocese to determine if this is
something we should continue trying to keep up to date.

Old Business
o The Pastoral Plan was discussed, and Father Greg presented the Pastoral Plan from Holy Family to the
Council. Work will continue at St. Joseph to develop our Pastoral Plan, focusing on the OCIA process,
implementation of the Parish Finance Policy, and Liturgical Music plans.



o We again reviewed weekend Mass attendance reports. Father Greg suggested that our ushers continue
the count at each weekend Mass.

New Business

o We received a Thank You card from Easton and Maddox Ruth for welcoming them as new members
during the Easter Vigil and the reception after.
o A new first aid kit was placed in the church which led to discussion of AED availability. Cathy will contact

Patty Cheffey, who handles the local AED program, to discuss the availability, cost, and maintenance
required.

Next meeting will be Tuesday, July 15" at 6:30 pm, location to be determined due to Totus Tuus and
construction.

The meeting closed with prayer by Father Greg.
Respectfully submitted,

Amber Swmmersy

Amber Summers
Recording Secretary



