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Fr. Gregory C. Meystrik                                       
 Parochial Administrator                                                 
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 Email: youthstjoepalmyra@gmail.com                       
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 Email: nursebethhfsj@gmail.com                                    
 573-795-5828       

December 21, 2025                                                     
Fourth Sunday of Advent                                              

    MISSION                      
St. Joseph Catholic Church is a faith community, guided by the               

scriptures and traditions of the church, whose mission is to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ through celebration of the liturgy,                        
sacraments, prayer, faith, fellowship, and service to others. 

400 S. Lane/ PO Box 606                                                      
Palmyra, MO  63461                                                            

phone: 573-769-3270                                                           
email:                                                                     

stjoechurchpalmyra@gmail.com                  
St. Joseph website                                         

sjpalmyra.diojeffcity.org                                        

          Weekend Mass Schedule/Confession                                                                                      
Saturday 5:30 pm    Sunday 9:30 am                                                          

Confession Saturday 5-5:15 pm & Sunday 9-9:15 am or by appointment                                                                    
Mass schedules during the week                                                                                               

Tuesday 6 pm        Wednesday 6 pm                                                       
Thursday 8am or 11am                                                                                      

Maple Lawn(11am) on the 1st & 3rd Thursday during November/December                                                          
Friday  8 am                                                                                                                         

Adoration-1st Friday of the month 8:30am to 5:30pm                                            
Office Hours:                                                                                                                

Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm  Friday 8-noon or by appointment.                         

   4th Sunday of Advent   
            December 21, 2025  

First Reading:                                   
Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you this sign: the virgin shall              
conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
name him Emmanuel. (Isa 7:14)                                               
Psalm:                                                  
Let the Lord enter; he is king of 
glory. (Ps 24)                                          
Second Reading:                             
Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. (Rom 1:7)                          
Gospel:                                            
“Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary your wife into 
your home. For it is through the 
Holy Spirit that this child has been 
conceived in her. She will bear a 
son and you are to name him            
Jesus, because he will save his   
people from their sins.”  (Mt 1:20-21) 

Plan on joining us after Mass on                                             
Sunday, December 21                                                            

to decorate the church for Christmas.                                      
Many hands make light work. Thanks ! 

The Nativity of The Lord,                       
Christmas   

Wednesday, December 24                                        
Mass time: 4 pm & 9 pm    

Thursday, December 25                                           
Mass time: 9 am                       

Solemnity of Mary,                                     
The Holy Mother of God                       

Wednesday, December 31                     
Mass time: 6 pm    

Thursday, January 1, 2026                      
Mass time: 9 am  

LIVE THE LITURGY-Inspiration for the week                                                                           
Sometimes we want God’s instructions to be clear and precise — like the 
angel in Joseph’s dream. But Joseph’s understanding was only as strong 
as his devotion to God’s will. If we give our lives to God as Joseph did,        

we will know what he asks of us. 



Mass Intentions & Schedules         

Sat-12/20: 5:30 pm Mass                            
Don Krekemeyer+                                         
Sun-12/21:  9:30 am Mass             
John Buckman+                                             
Tue-12/23:   NO Mass  

Christmas Eve: Wed-12/24: 4pm Mass 
Kasey Hess+                                                         
Christmas Eve:Wed-12/24: 9pm Mass     
Parishioners of St. Joseph                          
Christmas Day:Thu-12/25: Mass 9 am              
Wallace, Christine, & Donna Gail+   

Fri-12/26: NO Mass      

Sat-12/27: 5:30 pm Mass                            
Sandra Moutray Shinn+                         
Sun-12/28:  9:30 am Mass                                     
Stanley Morgan+        

Debra Bock family                                        
Fr. Mike Quinn                       
Fr. Matthew Flatley                   
Carl Splinter Hoehne 
Holly Throndson               
Brenda Obert                                          
Carol Tashro                                            
Jackie Huber                                                 
Andrea King                           
Rick Hagen                   
Paul Brown                                    
Tara Osborne                
L.J. Roberts            

Steve Pierceall     
Bedrosian family                                                   
Ryan McKinney                
JT Thomas                     
Rett Lehnebauer                                                            
Marla Lair                     
Jack Cooper                   
Charlie DeHaan   
Julianne DeHaan                                     
Jacque Beguerie                    
Kay Winchell                 
Mary C Heimburger  
Larry Knoll    

Prayers for extended family & 
friends of St. Joseph. 

Michelle Merkel                        
Ann Wiegand                 
Colt Swisher                 
Teresa Hettinger  
Clint Reeves                

Linda Reeves                
John Thomas             
Sue Thomas             
Chuck Simmons                 
Michael Garner           

Parishioners of St. Joseph in                          
need of prayer.  

Please pray for our church                    
members who are currently in                 
nursing homes & homebound.  

Mary Beth Lenzini              
Tony Lenzini                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Joyce Hess                        
Donna Rupp                           
Judy Million                       
Guido Merkel                          
Janet Barnes                     
Kay Hess                           
Bobby Dodd                                              

Marie Thorington                
Howard Lake                    
Edna Tuley                        
Diane East                         
Pat Foster                                     
Mary Ann Miller       
Pauline Poppe      
Rose Bradney                                                                                     

PANTRY NEEDS:                                        
St. Joseph is collecting items for the 
food pantry, St. Joseph blessing box 

and Food for Thought program.                               
Drop off boxes are located in the                  

vestibule of church & hall.                                                                            
Thank you for your generous                     

donations!                                                           
For the month of December                              

we are collecting:                                                     
Ramen Noodles and canned soups.                                                

Adopt-a child-program     

Thank you to everyone who 
helped with the Adopt a child  
program in our community.             

Thanks to those who prepared 
the gift tags for the children, 

checked to make sure the gifts were re-
turned, purchased gifts,                      

wrapped gifts, gave monetary donations, 
helped with distribution at the hall on                  

Dec. 19, it is appreciated.  Thank you!                  

Mass Times for Christmas and New Year’s                                                      
The Nativity of The Lord-Christmas Wed., Dec. 24– Mass time: 4 pm & 9 pm           

Thur., Dec. 25-Mass time: 9 am                                                                                               
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God Wed., Dec. 31-Mass time: 6 pm                                            

Thur., Jan. 1, 2026-Mass time: 9 am  

St. Joseph Welcoming Committee Baby Shower                                                                
Congratulations to Zac & Kayla (Browning) Riney on the arrival of their son                                    
Nash Steven Riney born 11-18-25.      

 St. Joseph parishioners can shower the Riney family with cards or gifts during the month 
of December. (basket located in vestibule of church)                                                                            
Suggestions: Diapers (Pampers), gift cards, fragrance free wipes, congratulation cards, 
etc. Congratulations to the Riney family! 

St. Joseph Church Collection                   
envelopes for 2026                                

are now available outside the church office.  

Some envelopes are missing from our                    
supplier.  If you do not see your envelopes 
please write your name down on the list             

provided near the envelopes or contact the 
church office and we will contact you asap.  
Thank you for your patience and your                    
generous donations to your parish! 

Early Bulletin Deadlines  
Please follow the deadlines for submission of the  church bulletin.  
Email information to stjoechurchpalmyra@gmail.com                                                               
Bulletin for: Sun., Jan. 4, 2026     Information due by: Mon., Dec. 22  
 
Office Hours at St. Joseph for the week of December 22-January 2   
Mon., Dec., 22 & Tues., Dec., 23: Office Open~8-noon                                                        
Wed., Dec., 24, Thur., Dec. 25 and  Fri., Dec.,26:  Office Closed                                                                              
Mon., Dec. 29 & Tues., Dec. 30: Office Open~8-noon                                                                          
Wed., Dec 31 & Thur., Jan. 1: Office Closed                                                                                              
Fri., Jan 2: Office Open~8-noon                                                                                                              
If you have an emergency you can contact Cathy by email or text.                                           
She will respond ASAP. Thank you!                                             

Loose Money                          295.00             
Weekley Envelope                9,345.00                   
Loose Checks                             185.00                                       
Cemetery Donation                      25.00                                      
Rental                                          40.00                           
Mass Stipends                              60.00        
Total                                       $9,950.00 

Parish Collection for                                   
December 6th & 7th 

Debra Bock, parishioner of St. Joseph passed away on Tuesday, Dec., 9.                                                       
A Christian Mass was held on Tuesday, Dec.,16 at St. Joseph Church with burial at St. Joseph Cemetery.   
Please keep Debra’s husband Carl Bock, children, mother (Rosalie Serbin), and siblings in your prayers.                

Eternal rest grant unto her O’ Lord and let perpetual light shine upon her. May her soul and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.  

 Christmas Special Collection 
will take place on                                  
December 24-25. 

St. Joseph’s Christmas Assessment                
for this year is $2481.                                
This is a reduction of $492 from last 
year.                                                                  
The Christmas Special Collection                        
supports the education of our                           
seminarians and assisting with the 
needs of our infirm priests.                              
Please be generous in your donations.   

The Christmas Memorials for 
this year will be in next week’s 
bulletin and given out at Mass 
on Christmas Eve/Day.   



Month of December                          
Ushers & Greeters     

Saturday-5:30 pm Mass                                                    
Greeters: Cathy Williams, John & Carol Weilandich                                                    
Ushers: David Bradley ,Kent & Vaness Rupp                                        
Sunday-9:30 am Mass                                              
Greeters: Steve & Brenda Bland, Meredith Illa                                                                                                                                
Ushers: Craig Illa, Adam Coggeshall family    

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++                        

Saturday, December 20, Mass 5:30 pm                     
Reader:  Phil Mudd                                                                       
Servers: Josh & Justin Mahsman,                                            
……………..Issac & Noach Krekemeyer                                                                     
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion:                            
Joe & Terry Barnes, Joanne Conoyer                               
Gift Bearers: Mary Krekemeyer family                      
Sunday, December 21 , Mass 9:30 am                          
Reader: Harla Friesz                                                                       
Servers: Matthew Maravillas, Andrew Illa,                              
Carson & Myra DeBauch, Savannah Koch                                                                 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion:      
Joe Jones, Randy Dodd, Craig Illa                                                                           
Gift Bearers: Volunteers                                                                        
Live Streaming: William Koch                             
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++     

Saturday, December 27, Mass 5:30 pm                        
Reader: Jon Wellman                                                                         
Servers: Ryan Barnes,                                                             
    Mason, Max, & Emmalynn Jones                                                                 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion:                     
Dale & Cindy Gervais, Elizabeth Bradley                                                 
Gift Bearers: Sarah Baxter family     

Sunday, December 28, Mass 9:30 am                          
Reader:  Linda Hoehne                                                         
Servers: William, Asher, & Lawson Wigle                                                                          
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion:                             
Jeff & Amy Massman, Becky Goodwin                                                                                  
Gift Bearers:  Darin Goodwin & Ellen Goodwin         
Live Streaming: Rick Jones                                                                    

Sign up sheets are located in the                     
vestibule of the church for parishioners 

to sign up for the following:                                                                   
Christmas Eve-Wednesday, December 24 

Mass at 4 pm (Children’s Mass) and 9 pm                                           
Christmas Day-Thursday, December 25 

Mass at 9 am   

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
Wed., Dec. 31-Mass time: 6 pm                                            

Thur., Jan. 1, 2026-Mass time: 9 am 

Upcoming Events at St. Joseph                                                    
Fri.,12/19:   Mass 8am, Adopt a child distribution large hall 8am—7pm                                                            
Sat.,12/20:  Mass 5:30pm, Choir practice 3:30pm                                                                     
Sun.,12/21: NO PSR , Mass 9:30am, Decorate church for Christmas after Mass.   
Mon.,12/22: Office open 8-noon NO Mass                                                                                                     
Tue.,12/23:  Office open 8-noon NO Mass                                                                              
Wed.,12/24: CHRISTMAS EVE, Office Closed, Mass 4:00pm and 9:00pm                                  
Thu.,12/25:  CHRISTMAS DAY-Nativity of our Lord, Office Closed, Mass 9:00am             
Fri.,12/26:    Office Closed, NO Mass                                                                                     
Sat.,12/27:   Rentals-Foster (lg hall), Rupp-(Rothweiler rm), Mass 5:30pm                                                  
Sun.,12/28:  NO PSR Classes, Mass 9:30am                                                                            
Mon.,12/29:  Office open 8-noon, NO Mass                                                                                                
Tue.,12/30:   NO Mass, Office open 8-noon, Rehearsal—Westhoff Wedding 5-6:30pm                        
Wed.,12/31:  Office Closed, Wedding at 4 pm Westhoff, Rothweiler rm-Wedding party                         
Wed.,12/31:  Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God-New Year’s Eve Mass 6 pm      
Thu., 1/1/26: Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God-New Year’s Day Mass 9 am 

Traveling Vocations Crucifix Program                                                                                  
Please take time to sign up for the traveling vocations crucifix program.                                       

The sign up sheet is located near the Altar!                                                                                 

NO PSR Class:                                                                                        
December 21 & 28 and January 4  (Christmas break)                                                                            

Classes resume on Sunday, January 11, 2026                                         
beginning at 8 am until 9:15 am. 

Sacramental Preparation/Celebration                                                                                          
+Baptism Preparation-Please register by calling the parish office to fill out paperwork and set up a meeting with pastor/deacon in advance.                                                                                                                                       

+Marriage Preparation-Please contact the parish office, pastor/deacon at least 6 months prior to wedding date.                                                                                           

Christmas Eve children’s Youth Mass on 
Wednesday,  December 24th at 4 pm  

St. Joseph PSR children will be serving in              
ministries at Mass and will sing with the choir. 
Please mark your calendars and plan for your 

children to participate —                                            
This  is our special  children’s youth Mass for 

Christmas Eve.                                                            
Contact Kris Lowe for more information.                     

St. Joseph Church OCIA~ Order Christian of Initiation for Adults                                                                                     
will begin Sunday, January 4, 2026  at 10:30 am in the Rothweiler room at Farischon hall.                                                                                    

~Anyone curious about what the Catholic Church believes or teaches.                                                           
~OCIA is a journey of conversion, guiding participants toward a deeper relationship with Jesus and His Church.                                                                                                                       

If you have any questions contact the church office, Kevin DeHaan 217.430.4189, or Harla Friesz 573.248.7969.                                              
We look forward to seeing you Jan., 4, 2026 at 10:30am.  

Birthday’s                          
December  20-31 
 
 
12/20: Isaac Krekemeyer  
12/21: Eddison Brown  
12/22: Patrick Anderson, Holdon Hudson 
12/23: Sarah Baxter, Alexander H. Orig   
12/26: Kim Donelson  
12/28: Donna Rupp 
12/29: Jim Church  
12/31: Tony Lenzini, Ann Bross,                             
 ....    Kadon Timbrook  

Nativity Scene Expo                                                                                                             
Come to Holy Family Church, St. Michael Hall, Cafeteria under 
church for a Nativity Scene Expo.  Over 100 nativity scenes will 
be on display, along various other related Christmas and Holy 
Family depictions. For many years, Fr. Greg has collected,                   
repaired, and curated nativity scenes from around the world.             
He enjoys and appreciates scenes that depict various cultural 
and artistic traditions and adaptations, that are made from vari-
ous  material, and that celebrate diversity of material, expression 
and perspective.                                                                                                        

Come and celebrate Christmas hope and joy, and witness what thousands 
across the Midwest have enjoyed.                                                                                             

*Take advantage of a “Kodak moment” to pick up Baby Jesus from an au-
thentic manger, hold him, and snap a photo with him.                                                                            

*Relax among friends and share a Christmas beverage and snack.  

*See first hand a nativity scene made from spark plugs, nuts and bolts, and 
woven from soda cans. It’s true.  No cost, free parking, and no commitment. 
Family fun for all.  

Dec. 21, Sunday, 3-5 pm        Dec.27, Saturday, 10 am-1 pm                                                     
Dec. 28, Sunday, 3-7 pm        Dec. 29, Monday, 4-6 pm.  


