
ST. JOSEPH’S PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES         
NOVEMBER 18, 2025 

Steve Bunten called the meeting to order. Deacon Dwayne opened the meeting with the Prayer.  

The roll call was answered with the following present: Father Greg Meystrik, Father Gerry Kaimann, Deacon Luke 
Mahsman, Deacon Dwayne Goodwin, Steve Bunten, Debbie Malone, Amber Summers, William Koch, and Jeff 
Massman.  

Minutes from the October 21st meeting were read and approved by all present. 

Pastor’s Report 

• Pastoral planning meeting #2 will be held on November 23rd in the Rothweiler room to continue discussing the 
needs of our parish and review key goals. 

• Father Greg stated he still needs to set up a meeting to discuss the use of liturgical music. 
• Father Greg led a prayer service/adoration on November 17th from 4-8 pm on November 17th for World Peace 

Day. 
 

Parish Council Commission Reports 
Christian Education (Jeff Massman) 
 
Youth Group Middle & High School (Katie Massman)  

● Youth group continues to meet twice per month. Adoration (all are welcome) tomorrow evening 8-8:30. 
● Currently working on developing a youth ministry core team with a pastoral planning committee. 

PSR/Confirmation Report (Kris Lowe) 

● We are still looking for more ways to still engage parents through the Student-Parent Portal, as 
communication is key. 

● Our All Saints Party and Hayride was a success.  
● We also had our 2nd Youth Mass last Sunday, which was wonderful. The children did an outstanding job 

leading the Mass, and the church was full. 
● December 14th is PSR Christmas Story play and Knights are providing breakfast before.  Breakfast at 

8:00 the program will be around 8:30 before Mass. 
● Some expressed having more family fun nights. Just for PSR and we do combine youth, we have 4 events 

each year. Christmas Program, VBS we will have our Ice Cream Social, Pool Party in August and the 
Hayride in October including All saints scavenger hunt. This includes all youth.  

Adult Faith Formation (Denise Dodd)  

● Continuing Study of James through Advent. 
● New study will begin in the new year, open to suggestions. 

OCIA (formerly RCIA) (Deacon Luke Mahsman, Harla Friesz, Kevin DeHaan) 

● Informational meeting was held on November 16th.  
● We have four people (two catechumens and two candidates) so far that will participate in OCIA 

sessions (beginning Jan 4). May have a couple more join before January.  
● Sessions will take place every Sunday from January through March (after 9:30 Mass). 

Social Concerns (Debbie Malone) 
o Altar Society  

o Soup day planning meeting November 18th and Soup day will be January 24, 2026. 



o The Altar Society Christmas party is on December 2nd. 
o Church decorating for Christmas will be on December 21st after 9:30 am Mass. 

o Knights of Columbus 
o The 2026 Lenten fish fry dates will be February 20th and March 27th.  
o Trivia night will be on March 28th.  

o Social Concerns 
o The Palmyra Ministerial Alliance Adopt a child program will begin November 22/23. We adopted 10 children 

(2 families) for Christmas this year. Distribution of collected items will be at Farischon Hall on December 19. 
o We are hosting an Advent Lenten Study for the Ministerial Alliance on December 17 and Father Gerry will 

speak and the parish will provide napkins, plates, cups, drinks and desserts. 
 

Worship and Spiritual Development (Amber Summers) 
o The Traveling Vocations Crucifix Program is still needing parishioners to sign up. 
o Penance date for St Joseph is set for Wed, Dec 17th at 6 pm, we will have Fr Quinn, Fr Greg, and Fr Jerry 

available to hear confessions. Holy Family penance date is Tues, Dec 16th at 6 pm 
o Anointing of the sick mass was well attended on October 22nd and Father Gerry stated he would like to 

make this a quarterly mass. 
 

Building & Grounds (William Koch) 
o A new cross was installed on the top of the church. While the lift was on site, a bee problem outside the church 

was investigated and holes were filled in hopes to deter future bee problems. 
o Hall renovations are near completion. There is a short punch list of items to be completed. 
o An independent kitchen inspector has been contacted to examine the work that has been completed and to look 

for any potential safety hazards. 
o The security/technology team will meet on Thursday to discuss a security system now that the hall renovation is 

nearing completion. The team is also reviewing internet options for St. Joseph and looking for more cost 
effective options.   
 

New Business 
o Pastoral Council nominations were held during weekend mass. Steve Bunten, Debbie Malone, and Amber 

Summers tallied the ballots before the pastoral council meeting and will reach out to the top nominees to build 
the ballot of 6 nominees for elections December 13th and 14th.  

o A potential donor has come forward and would like to pay for three rolling buffet tables to be used in the hall. 
David Hastings is communicating with the donor and asked the Pastoral Council to vote on the finish for the 
buffet tables. The council voted to match the rolling tables to match the doors in the hall and this 
recommendation will be presented to Father Greg. 

o Excess kitchen inventory is in the hall on tables on the east wall and it was decided to allow parishioners to take 
what they can use. The excess not claimed will be donated to the food pantry.  

o Father Gerry suggested we have a blessing of the hall in conjunction with the Christmas program and breakfast 
on December 14th.  

o When the Christmas books arrive, the council will need to label the books and develop a schedule of members 
to hand out books at the Christmas Masses. 
 
Old Business 

o After discussing at the previous meeting, Cathy Fohey provided examples of larger size collection bags and the 
council recommended the office orders the larger size bag going forward. 

o Father Greg approved the book recommended by Deacon Dwayne for distribution at Christmas. In the past, Altar 
Society, Knights of Columbus shared the cost with the parish. Debbie Malone will ask the Altar Society and Jeff 
Massman will ask the Knights if they would like to share the cost. 

 



 
At our meeting in November, we did not discuss the list of items that were being disposed/auctioned. Do we have an 
update/need to discuss as old business? 
 
Discussion on old kitchen equipment list: 

1. Microwave from Kitchen (Been told that it doesn’t work) – Scrap 
2. Three Door Refrigerator – Offer to donate to Food Pantry first, otherwise Auction 
3. Chest Type Freezer – Offer to donate to Food Pantry first, otherwise Auction 
4. 2 Upright freezers – Keep one and place in youth room, auction the other one 
5. Stainless steel dishwasher counter and sink – Auction 
6. Appliances stored in church basement from rectory remodel – Offer free or scrap 
7. Gas range (from Rothweiler room) – Auction 
8. Youth room refrigerator – Keep 
9. Youth room small chest freezer – Auction 
10. Old Copy Machine – Auction 

 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, January 20th at 6:30 pm.  
 
The meeting closed in prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Amber Summers 
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