ST. JOSEPH’S PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
September 16, 2025

President, Steve Bunten, called the meeting to order. Father Greg opened the meeting with Prayer.

The roll call was answered with the following present: Father Greg, Deacon Luke, Deacon Dwayne,
Steve Bunten, Kathy Buckman, William Koch, Debbie Malone, and Amber Summers.

Minutes from the August meeting were reviewed and approved.

Pastor’s Report

* Father Greg reported on the passing of Bishop Gaydos and the parish was given a few prayer cards from
his funeral Mass for distribution.

* Discussion held concerning the use of liturgical music and OCIA. Father stated he would get further
information at the upcoming Priest Institute and would bring back information on how to proceed.

* Father Greg would like to hold a Litany for Peace prayer service on World Peace Day on November 17" or
The World Day of Peace on January 1"

* Father Greg stated the diocese will live-stream the new Bishop’s installation on October 28th and no

cost is being passed from the Diocese to parishes for the installation.

* Father Greg will have a cemetery visitation in Palmyra on Sunday, November 2nd at 4 pm for All Souls
Day.

Parish Council Commission Reports

Christian Education (Jeff Massman) -
o PSR/Confirmation Report (Kris Lowe)
o PSR classes begin on Sunday, September 21st. A parent meeting was held on September 7th
and due to concerns about safety at pickup after PSR, a new protocol will be put in place for
dismissal from class.
o Changing PSR curriculum from Gospel Weekly to Word of Life.
o Youth Group Middle & High School (Katie Massman)
o Youth Group activities resume in September.
o Adult Faith Formation (Denise Dodd)
o First Friday Adoration is going well.
0 Book study focusing on the book of James will begin October 1st.
OCIA (formerly RCIA) (Deacon Luke Mahsman, Harla Friesz, Kevin DeHaan)
o The OCIA decree will be considered in future planning.
o Harla and Kevin will speak at Mass the weekend of October 4 & 5 regarding the OCIA
program. An informational meeting will be held on November 16 from 8-9 am for those
interested in learning more about the OCIA program.
o Virtus Training (Cathy Fohey)

o Facilitator and office staff have reviewed to make sure each catechist and staff member
are in compliance with Virtus. DRE and Youth Minister have a list of parishioners who
are also in compliance with Virtus and can assist as needed at PSR-Youth ministry
events.
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Social Concerns (Debbie Malone)
o Altar Society
o Will be cleaning Servers’ robes on October 5th
o Priests’ vestments will be cleaned in October
o Calendar for the upcoming year and dates for fundraisers for 2025/2026 were set
o Soup day is normally in October but will be moved to January 24" due to hall construction.
o Next meeting will be held October 12,
o Knights of Columbus
o Provided BBQ meal for Totus Tuus on Thursday.
o Participated in the 1° Annual NEMO Journey for Charity Tractor Cruise and raised funds and collected
food for local food pantries on Sunday, August 24,

o Blood Drive was held on Tuesday, September 2" at Palmyra United Methodist Church
o Next blood drive will be held in November.
o Social Concerns
o Adopt a child program distribution date: December 18-19, 2025
o Parish hayride and bonfire dinner will take place on Saturday, October 25 after the 5:30 Mass. Pauline
& Joe Jones are working with the Social concerns committee to coordinate the event.
o Cathy Fohey will attend the Palmyra Ministerial Alliance meeting on Wednesday, September 24th.

Worship and Spiritual Development (Amber Summers)
o The Traveling Vocations Crucifix Program still needs parishioners to sign up.
o Stewardship committee provided ice cream and fellowship after Mass the first weekend of
September in front of Fathers Gerry’s house.
o Recently, three women from our parish attended The White House Retreat.
o New server training was held September 14th with 3 brand new servers in attendance. Servers with
over 2 years of experience will have training after Mass on September 28th.

Building & Grounds (William Koch)
o Cross from the top of the church is still away for repairs. Bees have also been discovered again in the roof
of the church and the plan is to install the cross and remove the bees while the church has use of the lift.
o The Hall renovations continue with frequent updates being shared with the office. William is going to
share an update on Facebook showing the current status of construction.
o William is beginning to research security again so a solution can be put in place after the construction is

finished.

o A discussion regarding carrying a firearm while in church was held. No guns are to be allowed without
permission from the Pastor.

Old Business
o The former priest photos will be displayed in the hall and Susie Obert will work to reframe them. o
Father Greg said we would determine a date to hold a hall renovation celebration once the completion
date is known.
o The Pastoral Plan was again discussed. Kevin DeHaan will be reaching out to the various ministries to set
a date for all to meet to discuss the needs of our parish and determine key goals (and resources needed)



we would like to accomplish during calendar year 2026.
o First Aid & Safety check ups were completed in September at Farischon Hall and St. Joseph Church.

New Business
o A book for the Christmas season will need to be chosen so they can be ordered in time for

Christmas Eve Mass distribution.

o Parish Council nominations will be made the weekend of November 15 & 16, with the election
being held December 13 & 14.

o Adopt a child program drop off and distribution will take place this year on December 18 & 19. The goal
is for Farischon Hall to be available for this service, but will need to be reviewed again to see if an
alternate plan needs to be made.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, October 21st at 6:30 pm. The meeting closed with prayer by Father Greg.

Respectfully submitted,
Amber Summers



