
ST. JOSEPH’S PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES        
August 19, 2025 

President, Steve Bunten, called the meeting to order. Father Greg opened the meeting with the Prayer.  

The roll call was answered with the following present: Father Greg, Deacon Luke, Steve Bunten, Kathy 
Buckman, Pete Dames, William Koch, Debbie Malone, Jeff Massman, and Amber Summers.  

Minutes from the July 15th meeting was reviewed and approved. 

Pastor’s Report 

• Pope Leo XIV has appointed Reverend Ralph O’Donnell, as Bishop of Jefferson City. Father O’Donnell is 
a priest of the Archdiocese of Omaha and currently serves as pastor of Saint Margaret Mary parish in 
Omaha, Nebraska.  

• Discussion held concerning the use of liturgical music and its role. Father suggested we hold a meeting 
with parishioners to discuss what role music plays in the liturgy and how do we handle music by the 
composers who have credible accusations against them.  

• Father Greg would like to hold a Litany for Peace prayer service on World Peace Day on November 17th 
or The World Day of Peace on January 1st.   

• Father discussed displaying pictures of former priests with a representative at the Diocese and it was 
decided we can display as we see fit but should not display any priests with credible accusations.  
 

Parish Council Commission Reports 

Christian Education (Jeff Massman) - meeting was held on July 21st and was well attended.  
o PSR/Confirmation Report/Totus Tuus (Kris Lowe) 

o Totus Tuus was well attended but the committee is considering a different option next year. 
o Changing PSR curriculum from Gospel Weekly to Word of Life 

o A Family Fun Night pool party was held on Sunday, August 17th and was well attended. 
o Youth Group Middle & High School (Katie Massman)  

o Steubenville Retreat in Springfield, MO was a success with 15 students and 5 chaperones 
attending. A brief summary with quotes from some of the youth was in the bulletin. 

o Youth Group activities will resume in September.  
o Adult Faith Formation (Denise Dodd)  

o First Friday Adoration is going well. 
o No activities for the summer due to construction-considering the Book of James for the Year 

of Jubilee-Start time TBD. 
o OCIA (formerly RCIA) (Deacon Luke Mahsman, Harla Friesz, Kevin DeHaan) 

o The OCIA decree will be considered in future planning. 
o Virtus Training  

o Cathy has reached out to organizations regarding training dates and who needs to be in 
compliance. Those who need Virtus training are asked to complete it as soon as possible.  

o Cathy is available to train in person Monday, September 8. 

 

Social Concerns (Debbie Malone) 



o Altar Society  
o Served lunch during Totus Tuus July 14 – 18. 
o Soup day is normally in October but will be moved to January 24th due to hall construction. 
o Ruth Ann Wright has agreed to take over funeral dinner organization from Judy Trower.  
o Next meeting will be held September 7th. 

o Knights of Columbus 

o Provided BBQ meal for Totus Tuus on Thursday. 
o Held BBQ on July 26th at the courthouse after the Fair Parade. 
o Holding 1st Annual NEMO Journey for Charity Tractor Cruise to raise funds and collect food for local 

food pantries on Sunday, August 24th.  
o Blood Drive will be held on Tuesday, September 2nd at Palmyra United Methodist Church. 

o Social Concerns 

o Adopt a child program distribution date: December 18-19, 2025 

 

Worship and Spiritual Development (Amber Summers) 

o The Traveling Vocations Crucifix Program still needs parishioners to sign up. 
o Stewardship committee held Welcome Back Weekend after Mass on Sunday, August 17th, and 

provided parishioners with Yummy’s Donuts and beverages in front of Fathers Gerry’s house.  
 

Building & Grounds (William Koch) 
o Cross from the top of the church is still away for repairs. 
o The Hall renovations are slightly behind schedule. 
o  A change order with Bleigh Construction was made, and more efficient ductwork will be installed in the 

kitchen. 
o A grease trap was added inside the building in the dishwashing area. 
o Steve Bland has been appointed as the parish representative who has authority to be in the 

construction area. 
  

Old Business 

o The former priest photos will be displayed in the hall and Susie Obert will work to reframe them.  
o Father Greg said we would determine a date to hold a hall renovation celebration once the completion 

date is known. 
 

New Business 

o Father Greg said the Diocese will sometimes ask for parishes to share in the expenses when a new 
Bishop is installed.  

o Father Greg read an email from Bleigh Construction discussing change orders and construction 
progress. 

o William Koch suggested construction updates be posted to the St. Joseph Facebook page with pictures 
of the work that has been completed. 

 

Next meeting will be Tuesday, September 16th at 6:30 pm. The meeting closed with prayer by Father Greg. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amber Summers 

 


